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2026 Harless Educational Assistance Scholarship
Assisting capable but overlooked; motivated but underfunded persons in pursuing their dream of higher education.
The South Madison Community Foundation, a local organization focused on creating positive change and lasting impact in the communities we serve, is seeking applicants for the 2026 Harless Educational Assistance Scholarship.
The scholarship’s founding donors seek to make a meaningful award to assist a student or students who show evidence of motivation but who lack the means to complete higher education.
Strong applications from graduating high school seniors following a traditional college track will be considered, but this scholarship is also available to those currently in college, or those returning to school and pursuing any educational track from trade school to advanced degree. Preference will be given to graduates of Pendleton Heights High School or Lapel High School, or those residing within those school district boundaries.  Recipients showing continued motivation and success will be considered for scholarship renewal.
A strong applicant will:
- show maturity and good decision-making ability.
- show understanding of college costs and resourcefulness in paying for them.
- demonstrate strong work ethic through employment.
- pursue education that will improve employability and improve the family situation.
- show promise inside and outside the classroom, though perhaps not a “straight A” student.

Applications are due by 4pm, May 15th, 2026. Finalists selected for in-person interviews will be notified by June 15th. Funds awarded will be paid directly to the recipient’s accredited institution of higher education. 
Contact Tammy Bowman at tammy@southmadisonfoundation.org or 778-8444 with questions pertaining to the Scholarship Application or award process. Applications will be treated with strictest confidence.
 Applicants should complete the following application form, and submit it along with the following items:
· Cumulative transcripts from most recent period available or evidence of diploma/GED attained.
· Recommendation letter from one person not related to you.
· Your most recent college invoice, if available.
· Your one page Student Aid Index (SAI) from your completed Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Applications should be saved as PDF and emailed to tammy@southmadisonfoundation.org by the stated deadline.






Student’s Full Name:       
Date of Birth:      
Email Address:      
Mobile (or alternate) Telephone Number:      
Primary Address:      
[image: ]
2026 Harless Educational Assistance Scholarship Application
Name of high school and year graduated:      
Explain any other education you have attempted or completed:      
What school do you plan to attend next school year? What degree will you be working toward?      
Total credit hours needed:       Credits earned:       
Indicate housing plans while in college (on campus, off campus, commuter?):      
PLEASE EXPLAIN YOUR CHOSEN EDUCATIONAL PATH AND THE WORK YOU EXPECT TO DO AFTER GRADUATION. WHAT MOTIVATES YOUR PURSUIT OF HIGHER EDUCATION?

     




Briefly describe your family makeup: 

      


EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
	EMPLOYER/LOCATION
	POSITION/RESPONSIBILITIES
	LENGTH OF EMPLOYMENT (from/to)
	AVERAGE HOURS/WEEK

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


Does your workplace offer tuition reimbursement?       If yes, do you qualify?      
CIVIC or EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENT:
	ACTIVITY
	DATES
	AWARDS OR HONORS

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     




PLEASE DESCRIBE ANY STEPS YOU HAVE ALREADY TAKEN TO REDUCE THE COST OF YOUR EDUCATION OR TO PROVIDE FUNDS OF YOUR OWN.

      




Please detail expected aid from grants, scholarships, family contributions, or other supplemental financial support:
	SOURCE OF AID
	AMOUNT
	SOURCE OF AID
	AMOUNT

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     



What is the amount of unmet financial need for next school year (Fall 2026, Spring 2027, Summer 2027)?       
 PLEASE SHARE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ILLUSTRATE YOUR UNIQUE FINANCIAL NEED.

      







PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR PLANS TO FUND YOUR CHOSEN DEGREE IF SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT IS NOT PROVIDED.
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